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Preface to Volume II

This set of volumes is intended to document the data collection of the 1990-91 Schools
and Staffing Surveys (SASS) and is intended for several types of readers. The codebooks for
each survey (Volumes II and III, for the Restricted-Use Version and the Public-Use Version,
respectively) contain the variable names and position numbers for all survey and sampling
variables. All data variables have been imputed to compensate for item nonresponse. The
imputed values may be identified by checking the status on any given record of the variable's
imputation flag (F_varname). The imputation flags are listed at the end of each SASS
component's codebook.

However, there are a number of useful sections in Volume I for the programmer or
researcher. Copies of the questionnaires (with variable labels affixed as necessary) can be
found in Appendix F. Appendix A is a set of definitions of terms used in the SASS surveys,
such as Local Education Agency. Crosswalks between the 1987-88 and 1990-91 variables are
in Appendix B. Appendix C contains a crosswalk between the field-of-study codes in 1987-
88 and 1990-91. The SAS PROC CONTENTS is Appendix D. Appendix E is a number of
cross-tabulated counts, both unweighted and weighted, for verification of programming results
using the SASS datatapes. Those interested in the design and methodology of each SASS
component may find the chapters on Sample Design and Implementation, Data Collection,
Edit Procedures, and Imputation in Volume I to be useful . A Caution concerning the use of
prior year estimates for trend comparisons (Section XIII) should be read by all researchers.
The sections on confidentiality measures, created variables, and the User's Notes (sections
XIV-XVI) may also answer some questions.

We are interested in your reaction to the information presented here about the Schools
and Staffing Survey data collection system as well as the microdata files we release. We
welcome your recommendations for improving our survey work and data products. If you
have suggestions or comments or want more information, please contact:

SASS Datatapes
Special Surveys and Analysis Branch
Elementary and Secondary Education Statistics Division
National Center for Education Statistics
Office of Educational Research and Improvement
555 New Jersey Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20208-5651

We are also interested in the research you do using the SASS data sets. We would be
pleased to receive copies of reports, working papers, and published articles you write, which
use data from the SASS. Send them to the address above.
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xii 1990-91 SASS Data File Users' Manual

I. Created Variables

A. Variables Added to the Datafile

Several analysis variables were added to the restricted-use datafiles and public-use
datafiles (unless otherwise noted) for data users' convenience:

1. School level (SCHLEVEL) - Administrator and School files

School level is defined as elementary, secondary, or combined, where a combined
school has some elementary and also some secondary grades. There was a school level var-
iable asked on the questionnaire, but school respondents classify their schools in different ways
for the middle grades. Therefore, the following definition of school level was used to
determine a consistent school level, and replaces the self-assigned school level:

1. Elementary if the school has only grades below 8th grade;
2. Secondary if the school has grades between 7th and 12th;
3. Combined if the school has any other combination of grades.

Two examples of a combined school level are 4-8 and 5-12. Secondary schools can
have any combination of grades between 7th and 12th grade.

2. Type of private school (TYPOLOGY) - Administrator and School files

There is a wide diversity among private schools, between types of religiously-oriented
schools, non-sectarian and special-purpose schools. NCES has adopted a nine-level grouping
of private schools, developed by McMillen and Benson (1991)':

1. Catholic, Parochial
2. Catholic, Diocesan
3. Catholic, Private order
4. Other religious, Conservative Christian
5. Other religious, denomination-affiliated
6. Other religious, unaffiliated
7. Non-sectarian, regular program
8. Non-sectarian, special emphasis program
9. Non-sectarian, special education program

3. 3-Level Affiliation (AFFIL) - Administrator and School files

These nine levels are also consolidated into the three major affiliation categories
traditionally reported by NCES: Catholic, other Religious, and Non-sectarian. Typology levels

'McMillen, Marilyn M. and Peter F. Benson. (1991). Diversity of Private Schools. NCES Technical
Report 92-082. Washington: Office of Educational Research and Improvement.
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Created Variables xiii

1-3 are the Catholic affiliations, 4-6 are Other religious affiliations, and 7-9 are Non-sectarian
affiliations.

4. Community type (LOCALE) - Restricted-use file (Administrator and School)

The community type in which the school operates is based upon the Census definition of
community size and its relation to urbanized or rural places (see Johnson, 1989)2. Although
SASS collects a self-reported variable, it is subject to misclassification, because respondents
tend to report the size of the immediate area without regard to its urban, suburban, or rural
status. The self-reported community type has been replaced by one determined from the ZIP
Code of the school, and matched to the Census community size for that ZIP Code. LOCALE
is derived for the public schools by matching to the LOCALE code on the Common Core of
Data School file, and is derived for the private schools by copying the algorithm from CCD
and applying it to the ZIP codes of private schools.

1. Large city - central city of a standardized metropolitan area having a
population greater than or equal to 400,000 or a population density
greater than or equal to 6,000 people per square mile.

2. Mid-size city central city of a standardized metropolitan area having a
population less than 400,000 and a population density less than 6,000
people per square mile.

3. Urban fringe of large city place within a metropolitan area of a large
city and defined as urban by Census (i.e., within same county).

4. Urban fringe of mid-size city - place within a metropolitan area of a
mid-size city and defined as urban.

5. Large town a town not inside a metropolitan area, with a population
greater than or equal to 25,000.

6. Small town - a town not within a metropolitan area and with a population
less than 25,000 but greater than 2,500.

7. Rural a place with fewer than 2,500 people or a place designated as
rural by Census.

5. Teaching Level (LEVEL) - Teacher file only

1. Elementary An elementary teacher was one who, when asked for
grades taught, checked:

2Johnson, Frank. (1989). Assigning Type of Locale Codes to the 1987-88 CCD Public School Universe.
NCES Technical Report CS 89-194. Washington: Office of Educational Research and Improvement.
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Only "ungraded" and was designated as an elementary teacher on
the list of teachers provided by the school; or

6th grade or lower, or "ungraded" and no grade higher than 6th;
or

6th grade or lower and 7th grade or higher, and reported a prima-
ry assignment of prekindergarten, kindergarten, or general ele-
mentary; or

7th and 8th grades only, and reported a primary assignment of
special education and was designated as an elementary teacher on
the list of teachers provided by the school.

2. Secondary A secondary teacher was one who, when asked for the
grades taught, checked:

"Ungraded" and was designated as a secondary teacher on the list
of teachers provided by the school; or

6th grade or lower and 7th grade or higher, and reported a prima-
ry assignment other than prekindergarten, kindergarten, or general
elementary; or

9th grade or higher, or 9th grade or higher and "ungraded"; or

7th and 8th grades only, and reported a primary assignment other
than prekindergarten, kindergarten, general elementary, or special
education; or

7th and 8th grades only, and reported a primary assignment of
special education and was designated as a secondary teacher on
the list of teachers provided by the school; or

6th grade or lower and 7th grade or higher, or 7th and 8th grades
only, and was not categorized above as either elementary or
secondary.

6. Urbanicity Codes for School Districts - Restricted-use file (School)

As LOCALE codes have not been developed for districts, several other geographic
identifiers are included on the restricted-use file only for research purposes. These identifiers
are:

a. State and County FIPS code (STCNTY) - The standardized FIPS code
for a county, combined with the FIPS code for the State. This five-digit code can be
looked up in the FIPS publication cited in the User's Notes (see Section XVI).
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b. CMSA code (CMSA) This four-digit code identifies the specific
metropolitan statistical area as defined by OMB and can also be looked up in another
FIPS guide. MSAs are areas with at least 50,000 people or with more than one city
with population totaling at least 50,000. There is no code for non-MSA districts.

c. Metropolitan status code (MSC88) This is a categorical variable,
assigned to every district relative to its metropolitan status:

1. Urban area, primarily inside central city;
2. Urban area, primarily outside central city;
3. Non-urban area.

This variable is on the Common Core of Data file and assigned by NCES.

7. Percent minority (PMINENR) - Administrator and School files

This variable is computed from the SASS student race/ethnicity counts. The sum of
students of all racial/ethnic groups other than White is calculated as a percentage of students of
all race/ethnicity groups, and categorized as follows:

1. Less than 20 percent.
2. 20 percent or greater.

B. Analysis Variables Used in NCES Publications

1. School size - Public-use school file

This variable is a categorization of the total enrollment for a school:

1. Less than 150 students;
2. Between 150 and 500 students;
3. From 500 to 750 students;
4. 750 students or greater.

While these categories do not suit all analyses, NCES uses them in comparing public
and private schools -- private schools tend to have smaller enrollments on average than public
schools. In addition, schools in more rural areas also tend to have fewer students, so that for
comparisons including all states, smaller size categories make sense. There is less differentia-
tion among the larger enrollment schools than among other schools in this particular set of
enrollment groups.

15
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2. School's Urbanicity (LOCALE) - Public-use file version of community type

This variable is a recoding of LOCALE:

1. Central city = LOCALE codes 1 or 2;
2. Urban fringe or Large town = LOCALE codes 3 through 5;
3. Small town = LOCALE codes 6;
4. Rural = LOCALE code 7.

Urban, suburban, small town and rural designations coded this way conform to Bureau
of the Census' geographic definitions of urbanicity (and OMB's list of Metropolitan Statistical
Areas). "Central city" is more specific than the "urban" category used in past SASS reports
(data from 1987-88) and excludes some areas which are urban but not large enough to have a
central city. Also, "urban fringe and large town" includes more than the old category "subur-
ban," as large towns that qualify as part of an MSA but without a central city would change
categories. Small towns are being kept separate from rural areas, as some users have
requested this distinction.

3. Highest degree earned (Administrators and Teachers) - Not on datafiles

The highest degree earned is a recoding of the various academic degrees received
variables into:

1. Less than or equal to a bachelor's degree (If TSCO45 not equal to 1 and
TSCO52 not equal to 2 and TSCO55 not equal to 3 then HIDEGREE =
Bachelor's or less);

2. Master's degree or above (If TSCO45 equals 1 or TSCO52 equals 2 or
TSCO55 equals 3 then HIDEGREE = Master's or above).

4. New Teacher or Experienced Teacher (TNEWID) - Public-use and Restrict-
ed-use Teacher files

"New" teachers are defined as having taught for 3 years or less, either in the public or
private schools. This variable is defined prior to obtaining the teacher data, by the school's
principal. It can be found among the sampling variables towards the end of the Teacher file
codebook.
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II. User Notes

Subsetting a file

Each component within SASS is a distinct record on the datafile: districts, public
administrators, private administrators, public schools, private schools, public teachers, and
private teachers. The codebooks for each component cover both the public and private records;
in addition, on the restricted-use school file and to a lesser extent, on the public-use file, the
district records are combined with the school records. In order to do an analysis on any one
component without extraneous "noise" from other components, the programmer or researcher
has to subset the file by the variable SURVEY.

FIPS codes

FIPS stands for Federal Information Processing Standards. FIPS publications are
produced by the U.S. Department of Commerce's National Institute of Standards and Technolo-
gy (NIST). These codes standardize numeric codes for geographic areas. The detailed names
of counties and corresponding codes are published in FIPS Publication 6-4, "Counties and
Equivalent Entities of the United States, Its Possessions, and Associated Areas," while the
names and codes for Metropolitan Statistical Areas are contained in FIPS Publication 8-5,
"Metropolitan Statistical Areas (including CMSAs, PMSAs, and NECMAs)." Copies of FIPS
Publications 6-4 and 8-5 are available for sale by the National Technical Information Service
(NTIS), U.S. Department of Commerce, Springfield, VA. Write or call the NTIS Computer
Products Office at 703/487-4650 for cost and ordering information. When ordering, refer to
Federal Information Processing Standards Publication 6-4
(FIPSPUB6-4) or Federal Information Processing Standards Publication 8-5 (FIPSPUB8-5) and
its title.

Calculation of Average Years of Teaching Experience

Items 10 and 11 on the Teacher Questionnaire ask about the years of full- and part-time
teaching experience that the teacher has in both public and private schools. Public school
teachers are skipped out of the questions on private school experience if they've never taught in
private schools. similarly, private school teachers are skipped out of the questions on public
school experience if they've never taught in public schools. As a result of this skip pattern,
public school teachers who have never taught in private schools will have a value of "missing"
on the file for the variables FTPVT and PTPVT; private school teachers who have never taught
in public schools will have a value of "missing" on the file for the variables FTPUB and
PTPUB.

To calculate the average number of years that all public school teachers have taught in
private schools, or the average number of years that all private school teachers have taught in
public schools, you should recode these missing values to zeros. Otherwise, the average that
you calculate will reflect the average number of years that public school teachers have taught
in private schools only for those public school teachers who have ever taught in private
schools, or the average number of years that private school teachers have taught in public
schools only for those private school teachers who have ever taught in pubic schools.
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User Notes xix

This recoding will not be necessary if you are interested in the total years of teaching
experience in both sectors because the missing values will be treated as zeroes in the sum
( FTPUB + FTPVT) or (PTPUB + PTPVT) or (FTPUB + PTPUB + FTPVT + PTPVT).
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